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Girdhar Bahadur at Allahabad, they proposed marching
towards Malwa, in order to destroy him. There was nothing
unexpected in these developments. His sagacious mind had
long before anticipated the coming struggle for which he
had already started making preparations. Muhammad Amin
Khan also forwarded to Nizamu'1-Mulk a letter bearing the
seal of the Emperor, and another from Maryam Makani,
mother of the Emperor. They both complained of the tyranny
of the Sayyid brothers, saying that
the constraint was so strict that he (the Emperor) had
not even the liberty to go to Friday prayers and to fulfil
other religious duties, that they (the Sayyid brothers)
in their scheming proposed, after settling the affairs of
Girdhar, to get rid of our most faithful friend (Nizamu'l-
Mulk) and thus acquire absolute authority in the State.
He (the Emperor) had complete confidence in Nizamu'l-
Mulk, and was sure he would not fail to have regard
for the favours bestowed upon his ancestors and that his
prudence would never be forgetful of effecting his (the
Emperor's) emancipation.1
The official news-reporters of Malwa, evidently being the
creatures of the Prime Minister and the Amiru'l-Umara,
started sending alarming reports to the capital as to the in-
tentions of Nizamu'1-Mulk. It was reported to the Amiru'l-
Umara that Nizamu'1-Mulk was levying fresh forces and
collecting artillery far in excess of his requirements, and that
he had made new acquisitions of land in the district of
Chanderi after punishing the malcontents in that part of the
country. But, as the Amiru'l-Umara had his hands full with
the affair of Girdhar Bahadur at Allahabad, he waited for
more favourable conditions in Northern India before dealing
with Nizamu'1-Mulk.
Having made an agreement with Girdhar Bahadur on
3rd May 1720, the Amiru'l-Umara turned his attention
towards Malwa. He directed Dilawar eAli Khan, his Bakhshi,
to march towards Rajputana in order to chastise Salem
Singh, the Zemindar of Bundi, who was a partisan of Raja
1 Kbafi Khan, op. cit.9 p. 851.

